FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 7, 2006
Contact David Thayer
(805) 788-0280

Documentary Film on Local Artist to Begin
Wachtang BotsoOKorishdi@ talents, influence will be explored

SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA BbWha ingires people to create art and mudc, even in themos
difficult of times?

(Botso: ThePassion of Music, The Survival of ArtOis a doaumentary film onthe
exceptiond life and accomplishments of Wachtang BotsoOK orishdi, who escaped theregime
of Josef Stalin and went onto become an interndiond treasure. Filming beginssoon.

Theworld-renowned mudcian, sculptor and teacher makes his home onthe Centra
Coadt, and thefilm will notonly chronicle his life, but also will explore creativity® genesis and
thevalueof artsin education.

Congert pianist, conducor and co-founde of the San Luis Obispo County Y outh
Symphony,Dr. Korishdi aso is a celebrated sculptor whose works grace several locationsin
Morro Bay, as well as private collectionsin the United States and Europe Hundreds of students
aroundtheworld have been influenced by Botso@ passion for his art and musc, induding Kent
Nagano, head of Berlin@® Deutsche Symphoni/director of the LosAngdes Opera; Gerald
Folsom, prindpd French horn player with the LosAngeles Philharmonic; and Bob Benndt,
trumpeter and veteran of the Woody Herman and Brian Setzer orchestras.

(For years | have felt that thestory of Botso Korishdi@ life is an extraordinary oneOsaid
Director/Producer Thomes Walters. O have been involved with the Y outh Symphonyfor over a
decade and have developad a degp gratitudefor wha Botso hdped establish in our community
40 years ago. How many lives he has touched along theway isimpressive.O

Added Writer/Producer Hilary Grant: Orhis film is an oppotunity to suppot tha legacy
and to use thedoaumentary format to show how passion for the arts can ingire othersin avery

direct way.O



To fundthefilm, the producers are enlisting the suppott of local arts paronsand
community members who bdieve in this non-profit project, alongwith grant organizationstha
suppot doaumentary films. All proceedsfrom sales and distribution of thefilm will go directly
into a'Y outh SymphonyEndowment Fund, allowing future generationsthe gift of musc.

Walters has produed and directed more than 50 educationd films as well astwo
internaiondly distributed doacumentary programs. Grant is a veteran doaumentary producer
whose network television credits indude QUnsolved Mysteries, OQProof PostiveOand QA\ganst
All OddsO

MBotsoOis a produdion of Cinema House Films in assodation with Aspect Studiosand
the San Luis Obispo County Y outh Symphony.More information aboutthefilm, aswell as
additiond updaes on the project, can befoundat www.aspectstudioscom or by calling David
Thayer, 8057880280
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